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Central Scripture: “And the Lord God formed 
man of the dust of the ground, 
and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life; and man  
became a living being”      
(Genesis 2:7).  

1 

Loving the real god 

*** Optional Activity 

Lesson #1: God Relates 
Key Ideas 
 • The real God created us with the capacity to relate to Him, 
 and He desires to have an intimate, loving relationship with 
 each one of us.    
 • It is important that we take steps to maintain and nurture 
 our relationship with God, just as we would with any other    
 relationship that is important to us.  
 
Spirit-Empowered Discipleship Outcome: Disciples will serve the Lord (L1)
through practicing thanksgiving in all things. 

 
Supplementary Resources Available for this Lesson 
www.myimpactexperience.com 
www.tangle.com - God’s Picture Skit - Lifehouse   
www.tangle.com - More - Matthew West 
www.tangle.com - God of Wonders - Third Day 
 
 
 

You may wish to lead into the opening discussion by arranging ahead of time for a few 
young people to perform brief dramatic skits depicting what happens when various essen-
tial aspects of healthy relationships are missing. For example, one skit could portray two 
people who can never seem to arrange their busy schedules so they can be together, anoth-
er could feature two people who are dishonest to one another, and a third could illustrate a 
relationship in which the two people clearly have no  common interests. You could involve 
the rest of the group by asking them to brainstorm as to what the eventual consequences 
might be in each of these situations. 
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Starting the Discussion 
Begin the lesson by asking the group to brainstorm a list of things 
that are necessary for a good relationship. Possible answers might 
include quality time together, common interests, good communication, 
honesty, a willingness to apologize and offer forgiveness, and mutual 
feelings of affection, appreciation, and respect. As they offer sugges-
tions, you might want to list them on a marker board or a piece of 
poster board so that they can be   viewed and referred to throughout 
the lesson.  
 
Once you have a list of several important aspects of a good           
relationship, choose a few and ask the group to consider what       
generally happens to a relationship when each of those aspects is 
missing. (For example, if honesty is missing from a relationship,    
the inevitable result will be hurt feelings and lack of trust).          
Emphasize the fact that each of the essential characteristics of a  
good relationship that you have listed must be present in order for 
the relationship to function in a healthy way, and that the absence  
of even one of them often results in conflict and pain.  
 
 

Engaging the Text 
Read Genesis 2:7 to the group, highlighting the fact that this         
passage represents the tangible beginning of God’s relationship     
with humankind. Stress the important truth that, unlike the plants,      
animals, and other elements of God’s creation, we have been granted 
the unique capacity to enter into relationship with Him. Thus, the re-
al God is a God who desires to relate to each of us in an intimate 
way.  
 
Review the statements made in the GC2 Note for Genesis 2:7. During 
the first five days of creation, the Creator simply spoke things into 
existence, but on the sixth day, God related. God breathed life into 
man, going first to provide and establish the opportunity for a        
relationship with man. 
 
 
.  
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Considering Him 

Encourage the students to consider the incredible truths that are       
revealed in this one passage: 
 
 • God could have created you in any way He pleased, but He 
 chose to create you so that you could be in relationship with 
 Him! 
 
 • No other part of God’s creation gets to relate to Him like we do! 
 
 • God created you with the capacity to love and relate to Him; He 
 didn’t demand it, control it or manipulate the relationship. He 
 simply created you in love and invites you to love Him back. 
 
 • You get to have a relationship with the Creator of the universe! 
 
Next, challenge the group to consider the idea that the things they  
identified as being critical aspects of healthy relationships with     
others are also essential in their relationship with God. Take a few 
moments to explore several items on the list they made, helping   
students to see how each one might apply to their relationship with 
God. For example, quality time with God might consist of regular 
prayer, Bible study, and worship. Sharing common interests with 
God might mean being concerned about things that Jesus Himself 
demonstrated a deep concern for (such as caring for the poor and 
the sick, showing compassion to people regardless of their faults  
and encouraging others to follow Him).  Honest communication and 
necessary apologies might occur within the context of confession of 
sins. An attitude of appreciation might be conveyed through faithful 
expressions of gratitude. Use these examples to make the point that  
having a relationship with God is not simply about a one-time        
decision, but that it requires consistent attention and expressions    
of love, just like any other relationship that is important.                  
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Questions for Small Group Interaction  
(As the leader, be sure to have your own responses to these questions. Model 
appropriate vulnerability and your own insight. Students won’t go any “deeper” 
than what you have modeled. Be real!) 
 

Making it REAL 
 
1. At times, is it difficult for you to believe that you can have 
an intimate, personal relationship with the Creator of the     
universe, or that God wants to have that kind of relationship 
with you? Why or why not?   
 
 It is/isn’t hard for me to believe that God wants to have a personal, real 
 relationship with me because... 
 
 (For example: I sometimes have a hard time believing that God 
 wants  to have a relationship with me. It’s amazing, awesome and too 
 hard to get my head around sometimes. At other times, I believe it and I 
 am so incredibly grateful for it. The God of the Universe notices me and 
 wants to hang out with me!) 
 
2. Look at the list of essential aspects of a healthy relationship 
that we made earlier.  Which ones do you feel are present in 
your relationship with God? Which ones might be missing? (As 
the leader, be sure to give your own examples. And be real with 
your students!) 
 
 One of the good/healthy parts of my relationship with God is ... 
 
 But I think ________________ might be missing in my relationship with God. 
 
 (For example: One of the good/healthy parts of my relationship with God 
 is that I am pretty good at confessing when I’m wrong. But when I think 
 about the “spending time together” aspect of a healthy relationship, I   
 realize that I don’t spend near enough time talking to God. I assume He’s 
 there and glad that He is, but I don’t tell Him everything I’m thinking or 
 feeling. I wonder if God wants me to be more straight with Him.) 

4 
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Let’s consider the great things that God has done for us. Please 
take the next few moments  and consider some of the thoughts 
that God has for us. Psalm 139:17 says, “How precious are God’s 
thoughts to us!” Here are just a few of His thoughts toward you: 
 

GOD’s Thoughts... 
 
I am the Lord, God in heaven above and on the earth beneath, 
there is no other. (Deuteronomy 4:39). 
 
I fashioned the earth and all there is in it, but I created my         
masterpiece, when I created you (Ephesians 2:10). 
 
I thought carefully about you and just how you would be different 
from all other things I created. Only you would be able to talk with 
Me, hear from Me and relate to Me. I have no other agenda, but to 
share life and love with you (Psalm 139:13-18). 

 
Invite students to accept an invitation from the prophet,        
Samuel. This Old Testament preacher challenged the Israelites     
to “consider what great things He has done for us”                   
(1 Samuel 12:24).  
 
As you facilitate this experience of God’s Word, play soft,         
instrumental music and read the  following aloud to your       
students. You may also want to use or create some of the       

Experiencing God’s Word   
Consider what great things He has done for us. 
1 Samuel 12:24 

Yes, I have written down my laws and commandments and I 
want you to follow them. But those commandments reflect my 
heart of love for you. My Book and my laws are for your good, 
because my nature is one of grace and mercy (Deuteronomy 
10:13).  
 
 

Encountering JesusEncountering Jesus  

loving the real god—Lesson #1 God Relates 
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I am slow to anger and abound in love and faithfulness         
(Exodus 34:6).  
 
Finally my created one, I will never leave you or abandon you - you 
never have to be alone (Hebrews 13:5). Because you are my created 
one, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all of creation will 
be able to separate you from Me (Romans 8:39).  
 
(Ask students to stand as you read this truth) Now stand still and 
consider the wondrous works of your God (Job 37:14). Look around 
you. There’s evidence of Me and My love for you everywhere. I’m 
here  for you. 
 
 

Making it REAL 
 
 
Invite students to complete this sentence with a partner or in a small 
group: 
 
 I feel _____________ as I reflect on God’s heart and how He 
 wants a relationship with me.  
  
(For example: I feel curious. This lesson has made me want to know 
God a little more.) 
 
 

Imparting my Life  
Challenge students to share their reflections about God’s heart with 
someone outside the group. Encourage students to talk about their 
amazement, curiosity or gratitude that God desires to relate to us. 
 
 
 .  

 
 

love... 
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Closing prayer... 

Pray a prayer of thanksgiving with a partner or small group. 
Encourage one another to express gratitude for the chance to 
have a relationship with God. Encourage one another to express 
a desire to have a closer, healthy relationship with God. 

God, thank you for being 

the kind of God who 

wants a relationship 

with me. I am especially 

glad you want this type 

of closeness with me   

because ... 
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Family Discussion Page 
 
 
1. Together as a family, watch one of the videos that                
dramatically displays God’s creation. Check out www.tangle.com    
or www.myimpactexperience.com or rent/watch videos available 
from other sources. Talk about your favorite scenes in nature.  
 
 My favorite scene was ___________________________ because  
 I like ______________. 
 
(For example: My favorite scenes are always of the steep        
mountains because I like rock climbing so much. I can just imagine 
what it would be like to climb some of those cliffs and how great it 
would feel when I made it to the top.) 
 
2. Take turns reading the “God’s Thoughts” passage aloud or   
review the resources on www.myimpactexperience.com. When 
you are finished, complete the sentences below: 
 
Please take the next few moments and consider some of the 
thoughts that God has for us. Psalm 139:17 says, “How precious 
are God’s thoughts to us!” Here are just a few of His thoughts      
toward you: 
 

God’s Thoughts 
 
 I am the Lord, God in heaven above and on the earth beneath, 
 there is no other. (Deuteronomy 4:39). 
 
 I fashioned the earth and all there is in it, but I created my 
 masterpiece, when I created you (Ephesians 2:10). 
 
 I thought carefully about you and just how you would be different 
 from all other things I created. Only you would be  able to talk with 
 Me, hear from Me and relate to Me. I have no other agenda, but to 
 share life and love with you (Psalm 139:13-18). 
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 Finally my created one, I will never leave you or abandon you 
 - you never have to be alone (Hebrews 13:5).  
 
 Because you are  my created one, neither height nor depth, 
 nor anything else in all of creation will be able to separate 
 you from Me (Romans  8:39).  
 
 Now stand still and consider  the wondrous works of 
 your God (Job 37:14). Look around you. There’s evidence  of 
 Me and My love for you everywhere. I’m here for you. 
  
 Invite each family member to complete this sentence: 
 I feel _____________ as I reflect on God’s heart and how He 
 wants a relationship with me because ...  
  

I feel... 
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Suggested uses for this page: 

 
 • Use the following questions to encourage your students to 
 read the Biblical text and the corresponding GC2 Note 
 through out the week. Send a group text or email message to 
 students. 
 
 • Post the following questions on your church/group website 
 or social networking site.  
 
 • Use this page as a student handout following your group 
 meeting. 
 
 • Encourage parents to use this page as a family discussion 
 tool. 
 
 
1. Read the GC2 Note for Genesis 2:7. It reveals an important 
truth about how you are like God! What feelings do you have 
about this truth? 
 
2. The GC2 Note for Genesis 2:7 gives five of the ways that    
we can relate to the Creator of the universe. Which of these       
appeals to you and why? 
 
3. The GC2 Note for Genesis 2:7 concludes with an amazing 
thought about what God is hoping for. What is it? How does  
that impact your view of God? 

Student Apps 
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Central Scripture:  

Lesson #2: A God of Grace and mercy 

Key Idea 
 • The real God is a God who longs to bless us and who        
 extends grace and mercy to us in spite of our failures. 
 

Spirit-Empowered Discipleship Outcomes: Disciples will serve the 
Word (W6) by encountering Jesus in the Word for deepened transformation 
in Christ-likeness. They will serve His people (P4) by seeing people as  
needing BOTH redemption from sin AND intimacy in relationships,  
addressing both human fallen-ness and aloneness. 

Supplementary Resources Available for this Lesson 
www.myimpactexperience.com                                                                      
www.tangle.com - Parable of the Prodigal Son - Jesus of Nazareth 
www.tangle.com - Only Grace - Matthew West 

Central Scripture  “Therefore the Lord will wait, that He may be       gracious to you; and there-fore He will be exalted, that 
He may have mercy on you. 
For the Lord is a God of    justice; blessed are all those 
who wait for Him”  

One way to introduce the central theme for this lesson is to divide the 
young people into small groups and challenge each group to collectively 
come up with written definitions, word pictures, visual art or stories 
that illustrate the words grace and mercy. After allowing them     
sometime to brainstorm and come up with their definitions, have one 
spokesperson for each small group share their ideas with the entire 
group. (If you wish, you might allow the young people to vote for their 
favorite definition/illustration of each word and award a small prize to 
the members of the group(s) that came up with them.  

*** Optional Activity 

1 

Loving the real god 
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Central Scripture  “He will rejoice over you with 
gladness, He will quiet you in 
His love, He will rejoice over 
you with singing”  (Zephaniah 3:17).  

  A good way to begin this lesson is to arrange ahead 
of time for two young people to present a dramatic 
skit in which they explore the theme of how God 
sees us. One young person should essentially por-

tray him- or herself, and might simply mimic going through his or her everyday 
activities. The other young person should play God, offering commentary on the 
life of the first character and presenting in turn several different possible atti-
tudes toward him or her. For example, in one scene the person portraying God 
might act like a “spiritual drill instructor,” carefully inspecting the other charac-
ter and noting every minor flaw in his or her actions or attitudes. In another sce-
ne he or she might act more like a difficult-to-please parent, displaying perpetual 
disappointment with the other character. Yet another option would be for the per-
son portraying God to act as if he or she is too busy or distracted to even notice 
the  other character’s life at all. Finally, the person playing God should 
demonstrate celebration, joyful approval and a deep longing to show loving 
concern toward the other character.    

Optional Activity 

1 

Lesson #3: He Rejoices Over You 
Key Ideas 
 • The real God knows each one of us fully and intimately.  

 • The real God takes great delight in you and celebrates who you are... 
 according to His heart.  

 

Spirit-Empowered Discipleship Outcomes: Disciples will serve the Lord 
(L4) by rejoicing in their identity as “His beloved”. They will also (L7) enter 
often into Spirit-led praise and worship. 
 

Supplementary Resources Available for this Lesson 
www.myimpactexperience.com                                              
www.tangle.com - Amazed  - Jared Anderson 
www.tangle.com - My Beloved  - Kari Jobe 

Loving the real god 
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Lesson #4: Loving the Real God 

Key Ideas 
 • The greatest commandment for us as believers is to love God 
 fully and sincerely, then to love others as we have been 
 loved.    

 • In order to genuinely love God, we must first know Him and 
 see Him as He truly is. And in order to genuinely love others, 
 we must learn to love God.  

 

Spirit-Empowered Discipleship Outcomes: Disciples will serve the 
Lord (L5) by living with a passionate longing for purity and to please 
Him in all things. They will also serve His people (P3) by discerning 
the relational needs of others with a heart to give of His love. 
 

Supplementary Resources Available for this Lesson 
www.myimpactexperience.com 

www.wingclips.com - Evan Almighty - Carjacker 
www.youtube.com - Nationwide Commercial - Sisters of Perpetual Mercy 
www.tangle.com - How Great is Our God - Chris Tomlin 
www.youtube.com - Ian McIntosh - Everything Good 

Central Scripture  “Jesus answered him, ‘The 
first of all the commandments 
is: “Hear, O Israel, the Lord 
our God, the Lord is one”’” 
(Mark 12:29).  

1 
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Central Scripture:  

Central Scripture  “And my God shall supply all 
your needs according to His rich-
es in glory by Christ Jesus” 
(Philippians 4:19).  

1 

Optional Activity 

Lesson #5: A Need-Meeting God 

Key Idea 

The real God is a God who consistently acts to meet the many 
needs of His children.  

 

Spirit-Empowered Discipleship Outcome: Disciples will serve the 
Lord (L1) by practicing thanksgiving in all things. 
 

Supplementary Resources Available for This Lesson 
www.myimpactexperience.com 

www.tangle.com - In You - Mercy Me                                                 
Music by: Jason Morant - Bless the Lord 

Loving the real god 

A good way to open this session is to provide each young person with a 
sheet of paper and a pen or pencil. Then give them a few minutes to make 
a numbered list of as many different things as they can think of that they 
need to get through their daily routine—everything from true essentials 
like food, water, and oxygen, to power sources like electricity and gaso-
line, to basic household items like toothbrushes, combs, forks, spoons, 
sheets, towels, and toilet paper, to school supplies like paper, pens, and 
textbooks. At the end of the allotted time, find out who came up with the 
largest number of things and have him/her read the list aloud to the 
group. (You may also wish to award a small prize to the person with the 
longest list.) Then allow a few volunteers to add anything from their    
own lists that was not already mentioned.   

loving the real god—Lesson #5 A need- meeting god  
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Lesson #6 Jesus Understands 

Lesson #6: Jesus Understands 

Key Idea 
 • God has experienced both the highs and lows of human       
 existence, firsthand in the person of Jesus Christ, and He is 
 therefore fully capable of understanding our feelings and        
 relating to our experiences.     
 

Spirit-Empowered Discipleship Outcomes: Disciples will serve His 
mission (M1) as they impart the gospel and their very lives in daily 
activities and relationships, vocation and community. They will also 
serve His Word (W1) as they are frequently being led by the Spirit 
into deeper love for the One who wrote the Word. 

Supplementary Resources Available for this Lesson 

www.myimpactexperience.com 

www.tangle.com - Understand - Jeremy Camp                      
www.tangle.com - God With Us - Mercy Me 

Starting the Discussion  

Begin the lesson by asking the group to discuss the following       
question: How are God and humans alike, and how are they          
different? Some similarities you may wish to highlight include        
the facts that both God and humans will exist for all eternity in   
some form, that both have a capacity to love and to enter into                
relationships, that both are capable of communication, and that 
both exercise creativity. 1 

Central Scripture  “For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize 
with our weaknesses, but was 
in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15).  

Loving the real god 
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